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beneath the walls of other cities., visiting us
but as transient guests, and leaving us almost
without an adieu, they remain with the sojournor
at Constantinople, domiciled in the region of
home fancies and habitual meditations. No
other city, it is probable, not even Rome, has
witnessed anything approaching to the number
of great vicissitudes with which Constantinople
has been assailed. Such was the inevitable con-
sequence of the magnificent position which she
occupies, commanding as she does the keys of
the East and West. Whatever race may dominate
in Constantinople, the eyes of mankind will ever
be fixed upon it; and BO long as the rulers
of the earth contend for power, they will ever
aspire to plant their banners beside the Bos-
phorus, Constantino had originally fixed upon
the plain of Troy as the site of his eastern
metropolis ; nor diA he desist from his enterprise
until the new walls had In many places risen
high enough above -the sod to be seen by the
distant mariner. Had his work proceeded, the
city which was destined to bear his name would